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2023 Report from the Chief Electoral Officer of Prince Edward Island

Wednesday, November 1, 2023

The Hon. Darlene Compton
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly
Province of Prince Edward Island

Honourable Speaker:

| am pleased to submit my report in accordance with Section 119 of the Election Act,
R.S.P.E.I. 1988, Cap. E 1.1, on the Provincial Election held on April 3, 2023.

This report includes an overview of the provincial general election, elected MLAs,
election expenses and a statistical report for each of the province’s 27 electoral districts.

| respectfully request you submit this report to the Legislative Assembly during the next
sitting of the 67t General Assembly of Prince Edward Island.

Respectfully,

Tim G. Garrity

Chief Electoral Officer
Province of Prince Edward Island
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)‘A Elections

Prince Edward Island

Message from the Chief Electoral Officer of Prince Edward Island

| am pleased to present the report on the election of the members of the Legislative Assembly for the
67th General Assembly for Prince Edward Island.

| would first and foremost like to express my thanks to the
election team, Deputy Chief Electoral Officer, Stephanie
Thorpe, Manager of Election Operations and
Communications, Paul Alan, Elections Office Coordinator,
Gabrielle Anderson, office support team, Amir Sayafi, Kerri
Jay and Chantia Sawyer, as well as the 27 Returning
Officers, their Election Clerks, the hundreds of workers who
worked at the polling locations Island wide, and the support
of the Information Technology and Shared Services

Department. Their dedication and professionalism were
second to none, and they were all instrumental in the success of the 2023 General Election.

The fixed date for this election was legislated to be held on Monday October 3rd 2023. Our team in the
office was in our election-ready mode starting in January to be prepared. We selected a date to be ready in
case of an early election call. Since 1982 there have been 12 full General Provincial Elections held and 66%
(8) of them have been in the Spring of the year.

With elections to be held every 4 years, and with the Spring of the year seeming to be a preferred time,
Elections PEI has some Legislative recommendations that will be forwarded following the submission of this
report.

| would like to thank all Islanders who stepped forward and exercised their free and democratic right to vote.
As we see a downturn in the engagement of voters all over the world, | really encourage and challenge all
eligible Island voters to get out to the polls. This is your opportunity to shape the way our Island is governed.
We will continue to work to ensure that the public has the utmost trust in the Election office, process and
vision.

Tim G. Garrity
Chief Electoral Officer
Province of Prince Edward Island
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Members elected to the 67" General Assembly of Prince Edward Island

&

2023 Report from the Chief Electoral Officer of Prince Edward Island

£

A

District No.

1 Souris - ElImira

Georgetown - Pownal

Montague - Kilmuir

Belfast - Murray River

Mermaid - Stratford

Morell - Donagh

Stanhope - Marshfield

2
3
4
5
6 Stratford - Keppoch
7
8
9

Charlottetown - Hillsborough Park

10 Charlottetown - Winsloe

11 Charlottetown - Belvedere

12 Charlottetown - Victoria Park

13 Charlottetown - Brighton

14 Charlottetown - West Royalty

15 Brackley - Hunter River

16 Cornwall - Meadowbank

17 New Haven - Rocky Point

18 Rustico - Emerald

19 Borden - Kinkora

20 Kensington - Malpeque

21 Summerside - Wilmot

22 Summerside - South Drive

23 Tyne Valley - Sherbrooke

24 Evangeline - Miscouche

25 O'Leary - Inverness

26 Alberton - Bloomfield

27 Tignish - Palmer Road

Political Party Representation: PC Party of PEI — 22, Liberal Party of PEl — 3, Green Party of PEI - 2

Elected

CROUCHER, Robin (PC)
MYERS, Steven (PC)
DEAGLE, Cory (PC)
COMPTON, Darlene (PC)
REDMOND, Jenn (PC)
BURRIDGE, Jill (PC)
MACEWEN, Sidney (PC)
THOMPSON, Bloyce (PC)
JAMESON, Natalie (PC)
BELL, Zack (PC)

DILLON, Susie (PC)
BERNARD, Karla (G)
LANTZ, Rob (PC)
MCNEILLY, Gord (Lib)
KING, Dennis (PC)
MCLANE, Mark (PC)
BEVAN-BAKER, Peter (G)
TRIVERS, Brad (PC)

FOX, Jamie (PC)
MACKAY, Matthew (PC)
DESROCHES, Tyler (PC)

RAMSAY, Barb (PC)
MACLENNAN, Hilton (PC)
ARSENAULT, Gilles (PC)

HENDERSON, Robert (Lib)

HUDSON, Ernie (PC)

PERRY, Hal (Lib)
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ELECTION SUMMARY
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2023 PROVINCIAL GENERAL ELECTION

The Chief Electoral Officer issued a Writ of Election on March 7, 2023, to the Returning Officers in

the 27 electoral districts to conduct a Provincial General Election for Monday, April 3, 2023.

POLITICAL PARTIES

There were five political parties registered with Elections PEl with the issue of the Writ of
Election. The registered political parties nominated the following number of candidates:

Green Party of PEl 25
Island Party of PEI 11
Liberal Party of PEI 25
New Democratic Party of PEI 27

Progressive Conservative Party of PEI 27

Four Independent Candidates registered with Elections PEI.

The 2023 Provincial General Election had a record number of 115 candidates registered by
the close of Nomination Day on Friday, March 17, 2023, at 2:00 p.m.

RETURNING OFFICERS

There were nine new Returning Officer hired to fill vacancies in various districts. This was the
first election under the amended Election Act (December 1, 2022) adjusting to
recommendations sent by Elections PEI to the Legislative Assembly of PEIl. Returning Officers no
longer need to live within the district they are administering and their "right to vote" was
restored.

CONFIRMATION

Elections PElI recommended to the Legislative Assembly of PEI to remove the requirement of a
province-wide enumeration/confirmation. It was amended in the Election Act and allows the
Office of the Chief Electoral Officer to conduct an enumeration/confirmation when and where it
is considered neccesary due to any population fluctuation within the districts.

As 2023 was an election year, and in anticipation of an early spring election call, Elections PEI
launched a voter confirmation event throughout January, February and March of 2023. All
registered electors were mailed an Election Registration Card. If all the information was correct
on the card, i.e. their address and correct spelling of names, no further action was needed.
However, if any information was incorrect, electors were instructed to call the Elections PEI Call
Centre. Over 7,000 electors called to have their information corrected or to be added to the
Voter Registry. Throughout the election period the population on the Register of Electors rose

to 109,587 electors. °
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2023 Election Registration Event Mailer
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Get on the Voter’s List!
2023 Provincial Election

POST CANADA

Make sure your information is up-to-date
S0 you can receive a voter card in the mail for
the next provincial election.

John Sample
isi 7 i Jean Sample
Visit www.electionspei.ca OR use your phone Jack Sample
and scan the QR code! Jill Sample
Julian Sample

If any of this information or current accupant(s)

is incorrect, or needs to be
updated, please call
1-888-234-8683

123 Anywhere St
Sometown, PE C1A 4K4

>

VOTER INFORMATION CARDS

2023 Report from the Chief Electoral Officer of Prince Edward Island

Who should check their voter registration?

Canadian Citizens over the age of 18 who:
recently moved to a new address;
recently changed their name;

has never voted before; or
moved to PEl within the past six months

If any of this information is incorrect, please visit our secure
registration portal https://voterregistration.electionspei.ca or call
Elections PEl at 1-888-234-8683 (VOTE)

Register | Get a Voter Card | VOTE

Eligible electors in the Register of Electors had a Voter Information Card (VIC) mailed to them. The VIC
contained the elector’s name, address and supplied information on when and where to vote. Each VIC
had a unique bar code specific for each individual elector. The VIC's were previously mailed as a
package of Voter Cards to all electors registered at the one address. For the 2023 election, the
envelopes were eliminated, and each registered elector was mailed their individual voter card.

The Voter Cards were redesigned.

in 2019
)" Elections

Prince Edward Island
his Voter Information Card is for:

John Sample
105 Anywhere St

From "this"

District: Poll:

Returning Office
Open Monday - Saturday
Advance Days

Saturday (Date)
Monday (Date)
Friday  (Date)

Election Day
Monday, (Date)

BRING THIS CARD AND ACCEPTABLE ID TOVOTE

For more information, contact Elections PEI 1-888-234-8683 ('

123 Somewhere Dr. Someplace, PEI
9:00 am - 7:00 pm
456 Somewhere Dr, Someplace, PEI

9:00 am to 7:00 pm
9:00 am to 7:00 pm
9:00 am to 7:00 pm

456 Somewhere Dr, Someplace, PEI
9:00 am to 7:00 pm

VOTE)

E847235376

To "this"

VA‘ 77092

This Voter Information Card is for:

in 2023

Elections

Prince Edward Island

Voter’s Name
Voter’s Civic Address

1234567890988

Advance Voting Days

Saturday, March 25,2023
Monday , March 27,2023
Friday , March 31, 2023

9:00 am to 7:00 pm
9:00 am to 7:00 pm
9:00 am to 7:00 pm

Election Day
Monday, April 3, 2023 9:00 am to 7:00 pm

BRING THIS CARD AND ACCEPTABLE ID TO VOTE
FOR MORE INFORMATION, visit www.electionspei.ca or call 1-888-234-8683

10
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PROVINCIAL GENERAL ELECTION
DAY XX, MONTH, YEAR
VOTER INFORMATION CARD

Voter Qualifications

You can vote in this election if:

* You are a Canadian Citizen;

+ You are at least 18 years of age on Election Day; and

* You have lived in the province for six months before
the date of the election; and

* You are ordinarily resident in the district on

election day
o

SCAN ME

JULIA SAMPLE
123 ANYWHERE ST
;2 SOMETOWN, PE C1A 44

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
VISIT WWW.ELECTIONSPEL.CA OR
CALL 1-888-234-8683

BRING THIS CARD AND
ACCEPTABLE ID TO VOTE
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POLLING DAYS

Elections PEI set up one voting location per electoral district across PEl for the advance
polling days. For the advance polls, 34,671 electors cast ballots across PEI.

On Ordinary Polling Day, 65 polling locations opened across PEl. There were 74,075 electors
recorded as voted in the 2023 Provincial General Election of the 109,587 eligible electors
registered with Elections PEl. The overall voter turnout was 68.5%, a decrease of 9.16% from
2019. There was increase of registered voters, with 2,478 new electors registered to vote.

MAIL IN BALLOT

Elections PEl reported an increase in Mail-in Ballot Applications for the 2023 election. Eligible electors were
invited to fill out the application on the Elections PEl website beginning Wednesday March 8, 2023. The
application process closed at 6 p.m. on Tuesday March 21, 2023. 1,074 applications were received and
processed with Elections PEI. The ballots were sent via FedEx Express throughout PEIl, across Canada along
with many international destinations.

All Mail In Ballot kits came with a paid return envelope for FedEx Express to get the ballots back to the
Elections PEI office as quickly and securely as possible. The deadline to have the ballots returned to be
included in the count was 12 p.m. on April 3, 2023. Elections PEl received 928 ballots back in the required
time, an 86% return rate.

1"
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Historical Statistics on Provincial General Elections form 1966 to 2023

Total # Confirmed Electors Percentage of

Date of Election (List of Electors) Total Ballots Cast Voter Turnout
1966, May 30 56, 861 48,713 85.67%
Assemblymen
1966, May 30 56,861 48,686 85.62%
Councillors
1970, May 11 65, 201 56,937 87.32%
Assemblymen/Counc.
1974, April 29 71,429 58,750 82.24%
Assemblymen/Counc.
1978, April 24 74, 857 65,781 87.87%
Assemblymen
1978, April24 74,857 65,795 87.89%
Councillors
1979, April 23 78,517 67,220 85.61%
Assemblymen
1979, April 23 78,517 67,266 85.67%
Councillors
1982, September 27 87, 473 70,286 80.35%
Assemblymen
1982, September 27 87,473 70,450 80.53%
Councillors
1985, May 29 89,230 73,420 82.28%
Assemblymen
1985, May 29 89,230 73,493 82.36%
Councillors
1986, April 21 86, 813 77,373 89.12%
Assemblymen
1986, April 21 86,813 77,510 89.28%
Councillors
1989, May 29 89, 230 73,420 82.28%
Assemblymen
1989, May 29 89, 230 73,493 82.36%
Councillors
1993, March 29 92,151 75,853 82.31%
Assemblymen
1993, March 29 92,151 75,768 82.22%
Councillors
1996, November 18 94, 015 80,729 85.86%
2000, April 17 94, 087 80,192 85.23%
2003, September 29 97, 180 81,325 83.68%
2007, May 28 97,810 82,374 84.21%
2011, October 3 97, 967 75,378 76.94%
2015, April 4 101,343 82,338 81.59%
2019, April 23 107,109 83,185 77.66%
2023, April 3 109,587 75,057 68.49%

15
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2023 Provincial General Election
ISLAND POPULAR VOTE

pcparty of Pl |, 41528

New Democratic Party of PEI 3359
Liberal Party of PEI — 12876
Island Party I 411

Independents |— 184

Green Party of P! | - 16134

0 5000 10000 15000 20000 25000 30000 35000 40000 45000

OVERALL PERCENTAGE OF VOTES

H Green Party of PEI M Island Party M Liberal Party of PEI

New Democratic Party of PEI B PC Party of PEI
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HIGHEST VOTER TURNOUT
AGE DEMOGRAPHIC - DISTRICT COMPARISON
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USE OF VOTER INFORMATION CARD (VIC)
FOR VOTING AT THE POLLS

Total Voted 75,057
Used a VIC 55,745
Registered Electors 109,587
0 20,000 40,000 60,000 80,000 100,000 120,000
ISLAND WIDE

VOTED BY AGE DEMOGRAPHIC

7000 o
6000
5000
4000
3000

2000 ‘I
1000
15

18-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 50-54 55-59 60-64 65-69 70-74 75-79 80-84 85-89 90+

ISLAND WIDE
VOTING BY DATE AT POLLS
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DISTRICT ANALYSIS

The following pages examine and analyze voting statistics for each of the 27 electoral districts on
Prince Edward Island. The criteria used, is as follows:

J Breakdown of Actual Votes per Candidate Poll by Poll

J Use of Voter Information Cards (VIC) for Voting at the Poll
J Percentage of Votes by Party

] Popular Vote for Candidates

] Age Demographics of Voters

] Voting Dates at the Polls

25
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CIVIX is a non-partisan, national registered charity dedicated to building the skills and habits of
active and informed citizenship among young Canadians. CIVIX has been delivering Student
Vote programs for federal, provincial, territorial and local elections across Canada since 2003.
Elections PEI has assisted CIVIX in the past and yet again for the 2023 Provincial General
Election. By supplying office space for organizing the PEIl event and a cash donation, Elections
PEI and Civix helped more than 6,000 elementary and secondary school students participate in
Student Vote PEI.

After learning about government and democracy, researching the parties and platforms, and
debating the province’s future, students cast their ballots for the official candidates running in
their school’s electoral district.

As of 6:00pm April 3rd, 2023, 6,010 votes were reported from 32 schools, with results from 25
of 27 electoral districts. Ties were recorded in Alberton-Bloomfield and Evangeline-Miscouche.

= The PC Party took 43.7% of the popular vote and won 17 seats, forming a majority
government. Dennis King won his seat in Brackley-Hunter River.

= The Green Party will form the official opposition with 4 seats. The Greens won 27.0% of the
popular vote overall. Peter Bevan-Baker won his seat in New Haven-Rocky Point.

= The Liberal Party took 15.1% of the popular vote and won 1 seat. Sharon Cameron lost her
seat in New Haven-Rocky Point.

= The NDP took 12.1% of the popular vote and won 1 seat. Michelle Neill lost her seat in
Charlottetown-Brighton.

= The Island Party took 1.6% of the popular vote but did not win any seats. Ahava Kalnassy
de Kalnas lost her seat in Souris-Elmira.

STUDENT VOTE

2023 PEI PROVINCIAL ELECTION

PARTY SEAT COUNT VOTE %

m WITH YOU. FOR YOU. 11 43.1%
% greerl | s 21.0%

PARTY OF PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND

LIBERAL| 1 | 15.1%

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND

SANDP | 1 | 121%

CIVIX 4 Elections Canadi
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Elections PEI Expenses

ADVEITISING .. vttt ettt ettt ettt see et es et seeaes s et saesases et esssrensasessaestensaseseseseensasesens $3,151.93
Election Materials and SUPPIIES.......ovveicieiiirir e et aenes $315,941.06
PAYFOlLc.coeeiteeeeteteet ettt et ettt sttt sea s st et e et esera bt s b ettt s bt es e bt seaeaesereaes $838,351.49
POSTAZE/IMAIIING....veecve ettt ettt ettt s e s et aea s see et et saesrnasee s sasaseseaseee $164,617.02
TrAVEI/TEINING ..ttt ettt ettt ettt et ete st et et steaess e et sesesenssassessessersaesnntessenesasnns $5,722.07
TOTAL $1,327,783.57
Candidate REIMDUISEMENT....c..cviviiticiie ettt et ettt et esesresbesbe st st sessessenns $245,549.15
TOTAL ELECTION EXPENSE $1,573,332.72
Total number of registered voters on Ordinary Polling Day.......ccccecvvveveinineneee e 109,587

COSt PEI FEGISTEIEA VOTEI ... cicie ettt st sttt v ettt se st st st e e bes ebe et anse e ans $14.36
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